A LEAP of Faith

By Jeannie Erwin

M.]I-:ing a difference can look like many lh'tt'rg:s.
Sometimes it is the simple thingﬁ: a smile, kind word and
a listening ear. Other times, making a difterence can take
a trip around the world and a near miracle. Fortunately,
Craig Haobar, M.D., FACS, spc{:ializus in both, and ev-
ur}'lhillg in between. Asa I':mnding member of the Dallas
Plastic Surgery Institute, which is affiliated with Hu:_.'h:r
University Medical Centers and located in the Pyramid
Buildings, Dr. Haobar appmnuhus L"'r'l_‘il‘}'lhjng he does with
a strong commitment and uny 'u:]r.ling desire to make a
significunt difference in the lives he feels so pr[\'ih:gud Lo
touch. “1 feel very blessed to have the practice that [ do.
Flastic surgery is about improving quality of life. How
many other s.pv;!::.ialtius are defined h:g.' PL‘{J]JIC who seek
medical care out of desire and not out of need#”

In his practice, Dr. Hobar finds his work is gratifying on
S0 many different levels. He enjoys the unique L'haliungu
that each individual case presents. He also enjoys seeing

the emotional ch.angc:s.' that take pi;u:v in response to the

One such case was Li Ying Wang from rural China, who was
born with hypertelorism, which are eyes separated by a cleft;
encephalocele, the outpouching of the brain; as well as four
segments of a nose separated by a wide cleft, and a cleft lip and
palate, a surgery unlike any he had previously done. The Leap
Landmark fund brought Li Wang to the U.5. and funded her
successful operation.

he team travels to remote villages

in central India, Belize, Guatemala,
the Dominican Republic and Laos, where
there is a tremendous need. Families
come from great distances, having
heard of LEAP and wanting hope for
their child.

physical ones. Oftentimes, a patient can be bothered by
a small cosmetic or |J]‘|}'ﬁica] defect that has worn away
their self-confdence and a :iillll)ll.‘ prnu:durl: can create
a 5igniﬁrant :'m]'}rm'(rmunl in how lhr:}' pcn.‘::ix‘{' them
selves. “It does not always take a dramatic surgery to get a

dramatic effect.”

INTEGRITY OF CARE

Every case is approached with the utmost care. Rm]izing
that every moment is significant in his encounters with
patic'ntx i 5{:n1lrl]1ing he takes very 5L'r:':JLlﬁ|:.'. “I must be
convinced that a pnu‘mlurv is safe, effective and beneficial
to my patient before | will perform it.” The surgeries,
which are performed at the well-known Dallas Day Surgery
Center, L‘::-mmnnl_].' include facelifts, breast augmentation,
rhinoplasties, tummy tucks, liposuction and breast lifts,
Among his favorite procedures are i'utl-stnpp::rl facelifts
sometimes associated with facial sculpting it bony support
is inacluquatc. Thuugh sim'p]r.'r to perform, Dr. Hobar is
not a proponent of the ]'lr.'a\'il}' touted “fast facelifts,” as
lhl.‘:}‘ do not address the crucial issue nl'{'ﬂmr.nhrtv n:juw-
nation. AL'L'Unling to Dr. Hobar, “The key to a natural,
long-lasting result in facial rejuvenation is to tighten the
suppm'ting structures that have been loosened with time
and allow the skin to redrape nnturali}'. There is no need
for a IJLI_"I._‘{i or unnatural look.” In breast augmentation as
well, the g{}al is Lo create a nal.urn.":.' appearing breast. His

L(‘c‘hniquc, pu:]'iir:-rmcr.l cnch:sn’.‘u;}ira”}q avoids :ir.'arring and



